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An Ant Called Amy
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Nov

Our Squirrel
Mora
Kakatsitsi Drummers
Root
Luke Casserly & Shanna May Breen

Sun 30 – Sun 6 Home Again
Evolution Stage School
Fri 11 & Sat 12 Still Voices Film Festival
Sat 12 & Sun 13 MÁM		
Teaċ Daṁsa
Weds 16 – Sat 19 Longford Variety Group

Dec
Fri 2		
Sat 3 		
Sun 11 		

Pat & Faye Shortt
Mick Flavin
ABBA Forever

Jan
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Peter Panto  

Backstage Youth Theatre
Autumn 2022

Fri 20 - Sat 28

autumn 2022

ACTIVATE

Sept - Dec

Our Activate programme has been giving artists the support
to dream and create since 2020. This Autumn we look
forward to welcoming the following artists.

James O Donnell

Director James O’Donnell is spending a week exploring the brilliant
play Deluge by Fiona Doyle. This deeply provocative thriller is set in
a blighted landscape, where nature is fiercely taking its course and
it’s becoming a question of survival of the fittest.

Orla Mc Carthy

During this Activate Residency, local sisters Aisling and
Orla Mc Carthy come together to share their crafts: dance
and music. Their creative exchange will center around ideas of
‘sisterhood’ and will be developed for a short film.

Aoife Raleigh & Maria Corcoran

Two circus artists, Aoife Raleigh and Maria Corcoran, will work with
Clowning Director Angelica Santander to find the funny in their
relationship and bring that to the stage.

Amit Noy

Immediately following his tour with Teaċ Daṁsa in Michael
Keegan-Dolan’s acclaimed production of MÁM, dancer Amit Noy
will join us to work on a new solo based on the blistering writings
of Gary Fisher, a queer writer who died of AIDS in 1994. During the
residency, Amit will begin to make a dance with Gary’s words as
his companion - “I’ll speak them, sing them, and yell them, and see
where I end up.”

artist in RESIDENce
Catherine Young

This autumn Catherine will begin work on an ambitious new
project for four dancers and four live musicians. Her new show
will delve into the question of how to tackle the mess we are in
from within and how to find a way forward. How can we use our
collective indigenous thinking, curiosity & imagination to create
new myths & rituals, to bring us into closer contact with each
other & the environment, while there is still time?
While in residence Catherine will also lead an exciting multi-ethnic
community project - watch this space for more details.
Activate & our Residency programme is kindly supported by
Arts Council Ireland and Creative Ireland

spring/summer 2022

Our lead Artist In Residence, Catherine Young, has been busy
creating groundbreaking work during her time with us. Earlier
this year her show “A Call to You” previewed in Backstage before
premiering at the Dublin Dance Festival to a rapturous reception.

children’s

Emer Tyrrell

Daire Ó Muirí

When we first tried on our hats as Young Curators with the venue in 2019, neither of us
could have written the three years that lay before us. After just a few months of planning
and discussion, coronavirus took hold and theatre was halted, forcing us to reimagine
an art form we were only growing to understand. And yet, with Backstage’s constant
support and (often generous) belief in us, we delivered the venue’s first virtual festival in
June 2020, followed by a hybrid model the following year. This brings us to 2022 and
a recovering theatre scene that’s allowing us to deliver a live programme, much like the
one we first envisioned back in 2019. This wasn’t a case of returning to square one but
instead, returning to the drawing board. The conversations, stories and experiences that
have given life to the past three topsy-turvy years have directly informed the art we want
”Jon
Kenny
to present
to thegives
youth of Longford this season. As a generation periodically confined to
walls, theinonline world has granted us greater access to politics, injustice and
abedroom
masterclass
human experience than any previous generation - and we have taken to it  easily, without
characterisation
looking back. For this reason, our programme will not seek to explain, show or patronise
but engage
an active, change-making generation in lively, creative conversation. So,
and
physical
whether it’s a welcome distraction from school, big decisions or a lukewarm bag of cans,
acting
in Crowman”
we welcome
you to book a ticket, take your seat - and we’ll look after the rest.
Munster Express
Emer and Daire
Keep an eye out on our social media for updates and news of this exciting programme

Book with confidence

If you or any of your party are unable to attend a performance
due to Covid, don’t worry, simply contact our Box Office
team in advance of the performance and you can
exchange your tickets for another performance or
show or ask for a refund or credit note.
If we need to cancel or postpone a show, our team will be in
touch to let you know and offer you a refund or exchange.

Stay connected

Booking online has never been easier!
Check out backstage.ie for show trailers,
background info and everything that
goes on behind the scenes on our
newly designed website!
Also while you’re there make sure you never miss out
on announcements and special
offers by signing up to
our newsletter!

music

wed 31 aug 8pm €15
=

The Longford Ukraine
Connection
produced by Longford Arts Office and supported
by Longford Live & Local fund

In solidarity with our new Ukrainian friends
who are living in Longford. Raising vital funds
for Red Cross
A night combining the musical cultures of Ireland
and Ukraine. Featuring the Rock ‘n’ Roll Kids
Charlie Mc Gettigan and Paul Harrington ,Patrick
Feeney, Trad musician of the year Angelina Carberry
accompanied by Dan Brouder and Paul Hennessy
/Evolution Stage School as well as Ukrainian
performers including Diana Cherevychna.

=

=

music

fri 9 sept 8pm €20
=

=

=

Don’t miss The Prohibition Edition of this hit show performed by Ireland’s King Of
Swing and his band which celebrates 100 years of swing music from the 1920s to
today! Join Ireland’s King of Swing Luke Thomas and his band The Swing Cats as
they perform a very special PROHIBITION EDITION of their hit show The Story of
Swing. A musical timeline of SWING classics from the 1920s to the modern day!!
Featuring all your favourite SWING and Big Band songs like ‘Sing Sing Sing’,
‘Puttin On The Ritz’, ‘Mack The Knife’ to crooning classics like ‘Mr. Bojangles’,
‘Fly Me To The Moon’, ‘New York’ plus many more performed by
THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS - Luke Thomas & The Swing Cats!!
An absolute must for all SWING music fans.

Theatre

thur 15 & fri 16 sept 8pm €15/12
=

=

=

Corcadorca in assoc with Backstage Theatre present

The Spin

We are thrilled to present the premiere of this gripping new play from Longford author and
former Activate Resident Eimear Reilly ahead of this year’s Dublin Fringe Festival.
Spiral at breakneck speed into the crisis-ridden present of Joanna Jennings. Twenty-seven
and failing from a break-up, she must reckon with the reality of the past.
At times uncomfortably unfiltered yet entirely relatable, this new play is a meditation on the
trauma of grief, its multi-generational repercussions, and the depths of love.
Directed by Pat Kiernan. Starring Aisling Kearns.
Please Note: Contains themes of child bereavement.

Produced by Corcadorca Theatre Company with the support of Backstage Theatre, Longford.
Funded by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon and Cork City Council. Developed at CTDC and Backstage with
the support of Creative Ireland Longford.

music

sat 17 sept 8pm €30
=

Seán Keane

Seán Keane will be returning to the stage
after an absence of 18 months due to the
restrictions of Covid-19. Seán is looking
forward to performing live again and
bringing audiences his unique sound
accompanied by Pat Coyne on guitar and
Fergus Feely on mandocello. In recent
months Seán has returned to the studio
and will be adding some new songs to
his set list, including ‘I’ll Be There’ ‘You
Are Loved’ and ‘Whispered’ as well as
favourites like ‘Never Alone’, ‘Isle of Hope’
and ‘Galway to Graceland’.

=

=

theatre

thurs 22 - sat 24 sept 8pm €22/20
=

=

=

Marking the centenary of Michael Collins’ death, in August 1922, The Chief reveals the
man behind the iconic historical figure. Set against the backdrop of the Irish Civil War, this
compelling new play speaks directly to the Ireland of today.
Jimmy Murphy, author of The Kings of the Kilburn High Road, The Chief explores his
intimate relationship with Kitty Kiernan, his dream for a united Ireland and his guilt at taking
arms against former comrades. It reflects on the new Ireland that he imagined, alongside
the tragic fate that Kitty Kiernan feared would soon overtake him.

theatre

Starring
Ryan Donaldson as Michael Collins
Maeve Fitzgerald as Kitty Kiernan
&
Liam Heslin
Kyle Hixon
School matinee
Shane O’Regan
available
Jarlath Tivnan
contact box
office for details
043 33 47888

music

fri 30 sept 8pm €20
=

Rob Strong

=

=

ROB STILL GOING STRONG!

As Rob Strong celebrates an incredible 60 years on the road
this year, the title of his biography confirms that the legendary
Blues/Soul singer is ‘STILL GOING STRONG’! The Derry native started out in the 1960s and progressed to become lead
singer of the iconic showband, The Plattermen. Rob has since
fronted his own band, The Rob Strong Band and was also the
vocal coach for his son, Andrew Strong and the band from
the acclaimed movie The Commitments. Rob’s show includes
many of the top classics from the movie, such as ‘Mustang
Sally’, ‘Treat Her Right’, ‘Midnight Hour’ &
‘The Dark End of the Street’!

‘Rob Strong is unique. He is incredibly talented in my opinion he is the best
Blues or Soul singer to ever come out of Ireland. His innate gift is his voice
and his timing is incredible’
- Colm Wilkinson

Film/Exhibition

sat 1 oct 8pm free admission
=

=

=

Freebird’s MCC Project

Together with artist Brigid Mulligan, members of The Freebird’s Motorcycle Club
from Longford have been awarded the project realisation award by Create & the Arts
Council to support a year-long project co-creating work in film, archive & sculpture
based on the shared histories of the club members.

“Having lost three of our club members to road traffic accidents we have
experienced the same colossal amount of grief….I can see how these
men suffer their losses in silence” - Brigid Mulligan  
The collaboration involves a cross-sharing of skills in various art forms. The work will
culminate in an archival exhibition with photographs, club memorabilia and a film.
The film, co-created by the club, explores the story of the Freebird’s MCC and the
members’ personal perspectives on life and grief.

Theatre

fri 7 & sat 8 oct 8pm €12/10
=

Backstage Theatre & BYT present

=

=

tempest

Directed by Andy Crook
This year professional director Andy Crook has returned to work with BYT on an
exciting new play based on The Tempest by William Shakespeare.
‘Tempest’ is a piece of physical and visual theatre full of strange sounds as well as
sweet airs.  A great storm starts a process of transformation, the world is at a tipping
point, strangeness abounds, nature and science meet and magic happens! Not all of it
is good, but all of it is exciting!

theatre

fri 14 oct 8pm €16/14
=

=

=

Brú Theatre presents
An evocative, inventive theatre show
merging puppetry and physical storytelling
performed by James Riordan with a live
music score by Anna Mullarkey.
Selvage tells the story of a young boy Joe, who
suddenly finds himself alone after his beloved Granny Is
imprisoned. Joe must then find his own way, dodging a
variety of perils along the way, all the time accompanied
by his own anxiety which he must overcome in order to
be reunited with his family.
Audiences can expect a very different night at the
theatre - Selvage uses puppetry, mask, live electronic
music and physical theatre performance to tell Joe’s
story. Fun, inventive and invigorating, Selvage promises
to bring audiences on a unique journey.

‘Whereas one-actor
shows are often stripped
back affairs, Riordan
deployed a range of
effects and elements in
an always absorbing,
frequently funny, and
keenly touching piece.’
- Galway Advertiser

Best Actor

Nomination
Irish Times
Theatre Awards
2020

Best Lighting
Nomination
Irish Times
Theatre Awards
2020

Selvage was initially developed through the Druid FUEL programme and funded by the Arts Council.

music

sat 15 oct 8pm €22/20
=

Route 66 Big Band

=

=

Route 66 Big Band are delighted to return to Backstage following their fabulous reception
on their last visit.  This 14 piece band, fronted by a male and female singer, takes the
audience on a magical musical trip from the 40s right up to the present with numbers
made famous by Glenn Miller, Van Morrison, Joe Dolan, Adele, Ella Fitzgerald, Tina Turner
and many more in a playlist that suits EVERY age.

“I can’t wait for this band to come back,
they were truly fantastic, great show”
“It was a great show, great music, class”
- audience members

Theatre

fri 21 & sat 22 oct 8pm €12/10
=

=

=

one Acts
Backstage Theatre Group are proud to present two one act plays
featuring a wealth of talent from Longford’s finest. Full details to be
announced soon.

Give the gift of a great night out!

Gift Vouchers Available 043 33 47888
or www.backstage.ie

school

tues 25 oct 10am & 12pm €5
=

Roscommon Arts Centre presents

An Ant Called Amy
Written & Performed by Julie Sharkey
Directed by Raymond Keane
This is a story about an ant called Amy
(an award-winning ant I might add),
her brother Andy and a Brown Spider.
A story about a busy little ant who
learns to slow down.
When she wins the Employee of the
Month Award, it drives Amy to work even
harder. But with the help of the Brown Spider,
Amy finds true happiness by embracing her
brother’s memory in the everyday.
Suitable for ages 5 – 8.

=

=

school/Children’s

wed 26 oct free admission
=

=

Grasshopper presents

Our Squirrel

an exciting programme of activities for 0-6 year olds.
This autumn we invite crèches, preschools & junior
infant classes to share with us their mini masterpiece
interpretations of the famous Longford squirrel.  All of the
creations will be placed on display in the Atrium Gallery as
part of a special exhibition.
On Weds 26th
10am Storytelling
Mothers and babies are welcome to
sit together with Clíodhna Noonan, for
a special squirrel story time & sing song,
surrounded by the amazing artwork of the
youngest citizens of Longford. (0-2 years)
Art Session with a Difference
10:45 & 11:30
We are inviting two lucky early years groups to
book an art session with a difference at
Backstage! Artist and sculptor Akvile
Simanskiene will create a giant cardboard
squirrel but we need help to decorate it and
create a unique installation for our festival!
(3-6 years)

Children’s/pre-school

thurs 27 oct 10.30am €5
=

=

=

MORA invites you to a tea party in her
tea house in the woods. She wants
to celebrate the gift of her lovely new
shoes and to say thank you to her friend
who made them.
Join Mora and her magical friends on
a journey as they get ready for a very
special tea party. But will everything go
to plan?
Sprites, magic teapots with calming
solutions, scented teabags and you the most important guest of all, make
this tea party experience unforgettable.
MORA is a new performance for
0-4 years inclusive.
Duration 40 mins including post
show art activity. Limited availability
Supported by the Arts Council, An Chomhairle
Ealaion and Axis Ballymun.

children/schools

fri 28 oct 7pm €5
=

=

=

Kakatsitsi Drummers
Smooth & groovy…treat all the family to an unforgettable hand-clapping, footstomping evening with the dynamic West African drumming sensation Kakatsitsi.
A vibrant group of traditional drummers, dancers and singers from the Ga tribe of
Southern Ghana, Kakatsitsi’s blend of harmonised singing and expressive dance take
inspiration from a variety of West African cultures.  
Kakatsitsi’s music combines traditional drumming grooves and vocal harmonies,
accompanied by a wide variety of West African drums.
Be part of the action as Kakatsitsi breaks down the barriers between performer and
spectator by encouraging active audience participation, whether on drums, chanting
or dancing!

Schools

Would you like Kakatsitsi to
visit your school?  We have
two half-day workshops
available (or one full day in
one school) Immerse your
students in rythms, chants
and dances as they take
part in the actions and learn
from the best.

Theatre

Sat 29 oct 8pm €15/12
=

=

=

Root
If a tree could speak, what would it say?
There was a time when a red squirrel could have
journeyed from the north to the south of Ireland
through tree-travel alone. That native forest,
which once covered 80% of our island, has been
systematically uprooted over time to leave Ireland
with the lowest tree cover in Europe. Where has
this ancient forest gone? What would its ghost
tell us about ourselves and our history? At the
intersection of devised performance and ecology,
Root takes a look into Ireland’s forestry system
by handing over the microphone to a tree to hear
what it has to say.
For ages 14+
Creative Team:
Shanna May Breen - Co-creator / Performer
Luke Casserly - Co-creator / Performer
Wayne Jordan - Devisor / Performer
Fiona Breen - Devisor / Performer
Photo credit: Luca Truffarelli

“Like a piece of ambient music from the vinyl age, Root fades in and, after
an hour or so of amiable invention, fades out again. These four talented
people from different generations are good company throughout.”
- The Irish Times
Kindly supported by Creative Ireland Longford. Developed with the support of an Activate Residency at Backstage
Theatre. Commissioned through Be SpectACTive! in association with Dublin Theatre Festival, brut Wien (Vienna),
SKCNS (Novi Sad) and Kilowatt Festival (Sansepolcro).

music

sun 30 - sun 6 nov €15
=

Evolution Stage School present

=

Home Again

Show dates & times:
Sun 30th Oct 7pm
Tues 1st - Sat 5th Nov 7pm
Matinee performance on Sat 5th at 1:30pm
Sun 6th Nov 5pm
Evolution Stage School Longford make their long awaited return to Backstage
Theatre with another action-packed show filled with local talent.
With a mix of music, song and dance including pop, musical theatre, tap dancing
and lots more, it’s a show for all the family! Early booking advised as shows will
sellout fast!

Tickets on
sale Monday
Oct 3rd
10am

dance theatre

sat 12 - sun 13 nov 8pm €30
=

=

=

Michael Keegan-Dolan's
Teaċ Daṁsa present

as part of a Nomad & NASC tour
Brought to you by Backstage
Theatre & Townhall Cavan

This offsite show takes place
at Mullahoran GAA Centre,
Lisnatinny, Kilcogy,
Co Cavan. N39 YP49

MÁM is a meeting place between soloist and ensemble, classical and traditional, the
local and universal. It brings together the virtuoso, Irish traditional concertina player
Cormac Begley, the European classical, contemporary collective, s t a r g a z e, a
young girl and twelve international dancers from the Teaċ Daṁsa company.
Michael Keegan-Dolan and Teaċ Daṁsa have created another mythic yet timely
production that acknowledges how life’s opposing tensions and contradictions can on
occasion come together and find resolution.
The show was nominated for an Olivier Award for Best New Dance Production in 2020
and was nominated for two UK National Dance Awards in 2021. MÁM follows on from
the success in 2016 of Loch na hEala—Michael’s acclaimed reimagining of Swan
Lake. Teaċ Daṁsa’s distinct approach to creating MÁM has been documented by
film-maker Pat Collins in his film The Dance (2021).

★★★★

“A stirring, sensuous showcase of the
emotional power of the physical form”
— The Irish Times

dance theatre

YEARS OF

film

fri 11 & sat 12 nov €10
=

Still Voices

=

The Still Voices Film Festival returns to the Backstage
Theatre with two very special screenings.
Full details will be announced in early October,
with tickets going on sale soon after.

music/dance

This year’s festival takes place
from November 9th - 13th.

wed 16 - sat 19 nov 8pm €13.50/10
=

=

=

Longford Variety Group present

Divas & Dudes
Opening night special Wed 16th all seats only €10
Longford Variety Group is back with
a bang! This year’s show will feature
songs from Pretty Woman, Moulin
Rouge, Hairspray, Come From Away and Rocky Horror Picture Show.
All proceeds going to Longford Hospice Homecare, St. Christopher’s and other local charities.
Longford Variety Group, by the community, for the community.  

Comedy

fri 2 dec 8pm €30
=

Pat & Faye Shortt present their
brand new stage show

=

=

“WELL”

Since collaborating, this comic  father and daughter duo has written and performed
two hilarious online shows ‘’ The Wellness Hour with Paaah and Sile’’ and ‘’Pat
Shortt’s Comedy Heads’’. Now the pair bring their madcap characters to the stage
in ‘’Well”. The show follows the unfortunate demise of a dad and daughter Country &
Irish music duo as they attempt to ascend the heights of their local music scene by
playing a gig in the town’s hotel. ‘’Well’’ showcases the extraordinary comedy talents
of this funny pairing and their exceptional ability to bring humour to the most everyday
situation with an array of superbly funny characters.

music

sat 3 dec 8pm €25
=

Mick Flavin

=

=

Back by popular demand Mick Flavin & his
band
Following the phenomenal success of his Country
Concert in March, Mick returns to Backstage for
another performance for his many loyal followers.
As usual Mick will be joined on the night by a
special guest but for the moment this will be
kept as a surprise.  

music

Be sure to book early!

sun 11 dec 8pm €25
=

Abba forever

It’s always party time when ABBA comes to town
but when it’s the Christmas Show, then that’s a
real excuse to let your hair down!
Get your glad rags on, brush up on the lyrics, don
the dancing boots and come to the best party in
town for the perfect way to start your Christmas
celebrations! This happy sing-a-long event is
pure escapism, celebrating ABBA’s music in a
loud and proud production with terrific audio and
visuals that showcase ABBA’s seminal moments
on the GIANT screen! Bring your special
Christmas Party along and you will have a ball!!!

=

=

family
fun
comedy

fri 20 - sat 28 jan
=

Written & Performed by Backstage Youth Theatre

PETER PANTO

Fri Jan 20th 7pm
Sat 21 & Sun 22 at 3pm
Fri 27 at 7pm
Sat 28 at 3pm
€12/8 and €35 for family of 4 ticket

Peter Pan is having a bad day. First of all, he loses his Shadow and with it his ability
to fly. Then, one by one, he manages to turn all his friends against him. Now that
Peter’s alone, Captain Hook spies a chance to finally get his revenge. Will the
Pirates make Peter walk the plank or will Tinkerbell, Wendy and The Lost Boys find a
way to save the day? Written by members of BYT under the mentorship of Brendan
Williams, this is a tale of Peter Pan you won’t find in the story books.
Oh! No, you won’t!

		

			
			

book now on

043 33 47888

www.backstage.ie

Farneyhoogan, Longford
N39FP46

Find us on
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